
 
 
At an Executive Board meeting on May 18, 2021 the MRFA Executive passed the following motion.  
 

Motion - Background  
The MRFA unequivocally opposes antisemitism and all forms of racism and hatred.  As the signatories of “The Jerusalem 
Declaration” attest, “while antisemitism has certain distinctive features, the fight against it is inseparable from the overall fight 
against all forms of racial, ethnic, cultural, religious, and gender discrimination.” The Declaration defines antisemitism while also 
responding to the controversy caused by the state and institutional adoption in various jurisdictions of the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance’s [IHRA] Working Definition of Antisemitism: “Because the IHRA Definition is unclear in key respects and 
widely open to different interpretations,” the signatories write, “it has caused confusion and generated controversy, hence 
weakening the fight against antisemitism.”   
 

So, whereas the IHRA definition of antisemitism can be used to attribute antisemitism to a broad range of criticisms of the State of 
Israel and thus, the IHRA definition can be deployed to censor political speech and restrict the academic freedom of teachers and 
researchers who have developed critical perspectives on the policies and practices of the State of Israel;  
 

And whereas numerous faculty associations and academic unions across Canada have opposed the potential institutional or 
provincial adoption of the IHRA Working Definition of Antisemitism 
 

Be it resolved:  
The Mount Royal University Faculty Association (MRFA) unequivocally supports the academic freedom of its members. This freedom 
includes the right to pursue research and open inquiry in an honest search for knowledge that is free from all institutional 
censorship, including that of the government. 
 

Motion to support academic freedom by opposing the adoption of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s Working 
Definition of Antisemitism. Motion Carried.  
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