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Definition of Affordable Housing and Calgary’s Housing Need  
 

Definitions of Affordable Housing 
 
Affordable housing: According to Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation, housing is considered to be affordable 
when a household spends less than 30% of its pre-tax 
income on adequate shelter. The City of Calgary defines 
affordable housing more narrowly as housing for people who, 
because of financial or other circumstances, need assistance 
to cover their housing costs. It may take a number of forms 
on the housing spectrum, from non-market rental units to 
attainable homeownership. In order to exclude discretionary 
overspending, The City targets affordable housing to 
households earning 65% or less of the Calgary area median 
income. 
 
Affordable housing need: A household is in need of 
affordable housing when it earns less than 65% of the 
Calgary area median income and spends more than 30% of 
its gross income on shelter costs. 
 
Non-market housing: Rental or for-sale housing provided for 
income groups not served by the private market. It is typically 
made affordable through public and/or non-profit ownership 
of housing units, or through rent supplements that allow low-
income households to access housing in the private market. 
 
Social housing: Social housing refers to a set of programs designed by the federal and provincial 
governments, in which non-market units are provided for low-income households. In regulated social 
housing units, rent is geared to 30% of the tenant’s household income with a minimum required payment 
of $120 per month. As currently structured, this model is supported by ongoing deep subsidies from the 
federal and provincial governments.  
 

Supportive care housing: Housing that provides case management and supports to individuals and 
families with special needs to achieve housing stability and independence. While there is no maximum 
length of stay in supportive housing, these programs may aim to eventually transition clients out of the 
program to less intensive community-based services, or may constitute long-term permanent housing, 
depending on the program goals and population served. 
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What Is the need for affordable housing 

In Calgary? 

 In Calgary, persistent affordable housing 
challenges are most acute for those on the 
lowest incomes who are spending more 
than 30 per cent of their income on shelter 
costs. Currently, these include more than 
81,000 Calgary households.  
 

 Calgary has a deficit of non-market rentals 
housing (government or non-profit owned 
or operated) relative to other major markets 
(3.6% of all units vs. 6% of all units on 
average in other major cities).   

 

 The need for affordable housing in 
Calgary is exacerbated due to our small 
supply of market rental housing compared with 
other big cities. Calgary would need to double 
the rental housing supply to be average with 
other big cites.  
 

 Calgary’s currently inadequate supply of non-market housing could be further exacerbated as the 
city’s population grows. In this case, there is potential for an increase in the number of Calgarians 
in core housing need or experiencing homelessness. 

 

 Calgary needs to create 2,000-2,500 new non-market homes each year to meet the growing need. 
Since the approval of Calgary’s Corporate Affordable Housing Strategy, Foundations for Home, 
17.5% of the entire non-market inventory has been constructed or acquired between 2016 and 
2021, adding some 3,506 units (out of a city-wide total of 20,905 units). 
 

What is The City’s role in affordable housing? 

 In Calgary, our focus is on providing housing to low- and moderate-income households where the 
market is unable to provide it.  
 

 Non-profit housing providers have the expertise and capacity to deliver new homes: predictable, 
grant-based funding from other levels of government (in addition to low cost lending) is essential. 
Mixed-income housing that supports low-and moderate-income households not served in the 
private market is a key point of The City’s affordable housing strategy. 

1  As of 2016, 15,000 new affordable housing units 
were required in order for Calgary to have the same 
proportion of affordable housing as other major 
Canadian cities. 
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